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Second, as this Panel has noted in consolidating other class action cases, centralization
of pretrial proceedings in such cases is necessary “in order to eliminate duplicative discovery,
prevent inconsistent pretrial rulings.” In re A. H. Robins CO. INC. ‘Dalkon Shield’ 1UD
Products Liability Litigation, 406 F.Supp 540, 542 (J.P.M.L. 1975); accord In re Zyprexa
Products Liability Litigation, MDL 1596, slip op. (J.P.M.L. Apr. 14, 2004); In re Cooper Tire &
Rubber Co. Tires Products Liability Litigation, 2001 WL 253115, *3 (J.P.M.L. 2001) (“Motion
practice and relevant discovery will overlap substantially in each action. Centralization under
Section 1407 is necessary in order to eliminate duplicative discovery, prevent inconsistent
rulings, and conserve the resources of the parties, their counsel and the judiciary.”) Given the
number of motor vehicle product liability cases which this Panel has coordinated in recent years,
there appears little doubt about the propriety of coordinating and consolidating the litigation in
this case. Like other motor vehicle product liability cases, the Toyota cases involve a single
product alleged to have damaged numerous people in essentially the same way. There is a
groundswell of federal litigation already on file, and anticipated in this case, and the number and
similarity of cases calls for consolidated pre-trial proceedings. Extensive duplicative discovery
will result if these actions are not consolidated and coordinated. Conéo]idation will efficiently
and effectively utilize judicial resources as well as the resources of the partics.

Without consolidation and transfer, at least nine federal jurisd'ictions (and, most likely,
more, as additional cases are filed), will be making individual decision.s on similar issues of fact
and law that apply to these cases. This will waste unnecessarily the time and resources of many
judges and their staffs, Furthermore, these rulings will be duplicative, as they will be made on
the same issues in many courts. Finally, there is a strong possibility that the various courts will

rule inconsistently on the same issues. The risk of potentially inconsistent pretrial rulings is an
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