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and omissions giving rise to Plaintiffs’ claims did not take place in one particular

~ state, the Eastern District of Louisiana is a proper venue given that Defendant,

Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A., Inc. is subject to personal jurisdiction in this state.
BACKGROUND

Toyota is the largest automobile manufacturer in the United States in terms of

number of sales per year. Over the last ten years, Toyota has sold over 20 million

vehicles in the United States.

Toyota manufactures} and sells various models of passenger and commercial

yehicles to customers in éach of the states, including the Avalon, Camry, Corolla,

Highlander, Matrix, Rav4, Sequoia, and Tundra.

Toyota operates manufacturing facilities in several different states,' including, but not

limited to, Alabama, Célifomia, Indiana, Kentucky, Texas, and West Virginia.

On September 29, 2010, the National Highway Traffic Safety Administratioh
(“NHTSA") announced Toyota's intention to recall épproximately 4.3 million vehicles’
floor mats which allegedly were causing the accelerator pedals in these same
vehicleé to become stUck inthe depressed position causing uncontrollable and rapid
acceleration of the vehicle.

On January 21, 2010, Toyota announced that it was recalling 2.3 million vehicles
produced in the years 2005 through 2010 due to problems with the accelerafor
pedals on thosev vehicles becoming stuck in a depressed position, causing
unexpected and unsafe acceleration. | |

To date, Toyota has recalled approximately 5.3 million vehicles for problems with
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