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When civil actions involving one or more common questions for

fact are pending in different districts, such actions may be transferred to

any district for coordinated or consolidated pretrial proceedings. Such

transfers shall be made by the judicial panel on the Multidistrict litigation

authorized by this section upon its determination that transfers for such

proceedings will be for the convenience of parties and witnesses and will

promote the just and efficient conduct of such actions.

The transfer of actions to a single forum under §1407 is appropriate where, as here, it
will prevent duplication of discovery and eliminate the possibility of overlapping or inconsistent
pleading determinations by courts of coordinate jurisdictions.  In re Litig. Arising from

Termination of Retirement Plan for Employees of Firearm’s Fund Ins. Co., 422 F. Supp. 287, 290

(J.P.M.L. 1976); In re LTV Corp. Sec. Litig., 470 F. Supp. 859, 862 (J.P.M.L. 1979).

The litmus test of transferability and coordination under § 1407 is-the presénce of
commonaquestions of fact. In re Fed. Election Campaign Act Litig., 511 F. Supp. 821, 823
(J.P.M.L. 1979). Common questions are presumed “where two or more complaints assert
comparable assert comparable allegations against identical defendants based on similar
traﬁsactions and events.” In re Air West, Inc., Securities Litig., 384 F.Supp.609, 611 (J.P.M.L.
1974); See also In're Cuisinart Food Processor Antitrust litig., 506 F.Supp. 651, 654-655 (J.P.M.L

' 1981). The transfer of actions to a single forum under §1407 is appropriate where, as here, if
will prevent duplicatioh of discovéry and eliminate the possibility of overlapping or inconsistent
- pleading determinations by courts of coordinate juri;dictions. Moreover, while this matter
involves numegous defendants, consolidation’ and transfer is appropriate because all
defendants, and potential defendants, manufactured- and distributed the defective gas pedals.
In re Silicone Breast Implants Product Liability Litig. 793 F.Sﬁpp. 1098, 1100 (J.P.M.L. 1992).

(The Multidistrict panel found that common questions exist as long as the difference
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