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transferring and consolidating these actions in the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Louisiana.
2. : '
THE HONORABLE JUDGE IVAN L.R. LEMELLE AND CHIEF JUDGE SARAH S. VANCE ARE
EXPERIENCED JUDGES CAPABLE OF
HANDLING THIS LITIGATION

Also, the éxperience and ability of Judges Lemelle and Vance is another factor which
militates in favor of transferring these actions to the United States District Court for the Eastern
District of Louisiana. The availability of an experienced and capable judge weights in favor of
transferring a case to that district. See e.g., In re Hawaiian Hotel Room Rate Antitrust Litig., 438
F.Suppi 935, 936 (J.P.M.L. 1977); In re Sugar Indus. Antitrust Litig., 437 F.Supp. 1204, 1208
(J.P.M.L. 1977); In re Ampicillin Antitrust Litig., 315 F.SIJpp. 317, 319(JP‘ML 1970). The
experience and knowledgé of a particular judge is one of the factors that may be considered in
determining the appropriate transferee forum. See e.g., In re “Factor VIl or IX Concentrate
Blood Prod. Liab. Litig., 853 F.Supp. 454, 455 (J.P.M.L. 1993); In re Silicone Gel B}east Implants

Prods. Liab. Litig., 793 F.Supp. at 1101; In re Data General Corp. Antitrust Litig., 470 F.Supp. 855,

859 (J.P.M.L. 1979).

Judge lvan LR. Lemelle is eminently qualified to preside over this Iitigatidn. Judge
Lemelle has served in the Eastern District of Louisiana as.a federal Judge for 11 yeérs and he has
had the distinc{ion of presiding over In Re High Sulfur Content Gasoline Products Liability
Litigation, MDL No. 1632. In this matter, he brought the case to a final conclusion through
settlement and confirming administration of the settlement to bring the entire MDL No. 1632

to a close. This case involved complex testimony of several technical fuel quality and
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